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June 30 2008

10.00-12.00 Religion and Politics with Helen Alfaidthe University of Saint Thomas
Aquinas at the Angelicum

13.30 Lunch at the Residenza with Professor Semplic

Today was the first day of class and we beganth wilecture on Religion and
Politics at the University. | found the discussamseparation between church and state
interesting because | wasn’t familiar about howdteation was in Europe in terms of
separating religion and politics. Being that Ite\a religious country, | believed that
there wasn't this separation however | learnedthadt of Europe is like the United
States.

Later on, we had lunch with Professor Sempliceuhd the discussion that came
up during the meal to be especially interestingabse we began to see the cultural
differences between Italy and the United Statdse differences between the health care
systems in the two countries came up and the dismugave me a new perspective on
the two different systems. | always consideredthezare in Italy to not be efficient and
that America’s was “better.” However | realizeatin reality there are both positive and
negative aspects to both types of systems.

| feel that the first day of class set the stageafoexciting and interesting

program. I'm excited to learn more about Italy d@inel European Union and how they

function.
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July 1, 2008

11.00-13.00 “Italy Between the Mediterranean anddpe” with Stefania Torresi
15.00-16.30 Visit to ANSA

The morning lecture dealt with the countries baragthe Mediterranean and the
union that is being created in order to estabkgationships between these nations. We
learned about the Barcellona Process, the MeditearaUnion, and the Euro-Med TDS.
| had no previous knowledge about this desire tabdish some sort of partnerships
amongst these countries. During the lecture, we \g&zen the opportunity to discuss
our opinions about the union and what we thougbtual. Most of the class had the
belief that this union is good in theory howevaetifficult one to put into practice. | felt
the same way about it. It is a great idea to ttedge countries work together however |
think that the large cultural differences will benajor obstacle.

In the afternoon, we went to ANSA, one of the mogiortant news agencies in
Italy. It has 22 offices in Italy and 77 officeand the world. They broadcast news and
photographs via web, television, satellite, andlgiebnes. At first we discussed a little
about the history of the news agency as well asihfwnctions. We then went on a little

tour of the building to get a look at how the ageiscrun.

July 2, 2008

10.00-16.00 Visit to FAI-CISL with Gianpiero Biametmd Giovanni Graziani

Today we went to the FAI-CISL, one of the maindabnions in Italy. For the
first half of the lesson, Professor Bianchi diseaswith us the history of labor unions in
Italy. | found this lecture to be particularly émésting because not only did he discuss

the labor unions, but he also placed the developmesontext with what was occurring



in Italy at the time. | found it nice to learnitilé about the history of Italian society and
how it changed over the years.

The second part of the lecture was given by Giov@maziani, a journalist for
ANSA. The lecture was on workers’ rights. Thisswateresting because we got a
glimpse of how these aspects differ from the rightéga American workers received. We

talked a little about amount of hours worked, safgras we as pensions.

July 3, 2008

10.00-16.00- Visit to FAI-CISL with Professor Gigrp Bianchi, Stefano Fragliotti

We spent another day at the CISL labor union. iduthe first half of the lecture,
we went over various statistics about Italian agtice. During the second half,
professor Bianchi discussed Italian agriculturéad found this part of the lesson more
interesting than the previous because we went imtméMade in Italy products.

After the lecture, we were taken out to Lunch iy professors and got to know
them all. | found all of them to be nice and imf@tive and willing to have open
discussions with us.

The two days spent at FAI-CISL were interestind kept my attention. | would

definitely recommend continuing these lectures.

New Word: Strippare- to pull out



July 4, 2008

10.00-11.00 “Role in Italy and America: Differencasd Similarities” Lecture by Marco
Sassano, journalist that follows Presidente Napalit

Marco Sassano is a “quirinalista,” a journalistowbllows President Napolitano.
During this lecture, we learned a little about liadian constitution. We went over a few
of the articles that dealt with the powers the joleyst has. For me it was interesting
because during this program, | was hoping to ledittle about Italian politics and to
especially have a clearer view on what the presidetine republic does. Usually, we
hear more about Berlusconi and not so much abopolano.

One quote stood out for me during this lecturegn8ie Sassano said, “Italia € un paese

di facciata, non sostanza.”



July 8, 2008

10.00-12.30 “Internal Trade and Distribution in Ité Lecture by Gaetano Orrico

During this lecture, we learned about tourism. Wéee given some statistics
about tourist attractions in Italy. We also learadittle about behavior or American
tourists. | never realized how many Americans (y@%ve traveled to Europe. What
was surprising for me, however, was the fact tldgb 6f Americans haven’t been to
Italy. | was under the impression that if that m&mericans had been to Europe, a large

percentage of people would have visited Italy.

| didn’t particularly find this session to be ingsting. | think it could have been made

more interesting with going more into tourism arehts.

July 9, 2008

10.30-12.30 Meeting the European Commission wign Bastoli

Today we went to the European Commission, whichasthe 3 political
institutions of the European Union. We learnedtk labout what the European
Commission itself does but what | found particylarseful was learning a little about the
European Union in general. What stood out for mas discovering how many countries
are currently a part of the EU and how now theyragotiating with the Balkan
countries and Turkey.

The slogan of the EU is “United in Our Diversitiest’s nice to see this as a

motto. To unite different European countries vdiffierent cultures and languages is



difficult. Having this as a slogan and uniting tteuntries while maintaining a respect

for the differences is a way to develop and keeputhity.

Visiting the European Commission is one of thedezs that | think should be continued.
It was interesting in that we learned more gengibout the European Union and were
given background on it rather than having a lectalely on the functioning of the

business/site that we visit.

July 10, 2008

14.30-16.00 “To promote music and arts. The roléhefpress and media” Lecture with
M. Pasquini

One of the Ardetto stampa from the Parco della Bausame to talk to us today.
He spoke to us a little about the function of bis.] The work of the “ufficio stampa” is
to publicize and give the public information abaytarticular show/spectacle. He also

spoke a little about the various performancesttia place.

To be honest, | didn't find this lecture particljainteresting. | don't feel | learned much

nor did it have much to do with the rest of theitspve have explored.

July 11, 2008

9.00-12.00 “Italian History and Civilization: Ethg; Religion and Politics In Europe and
America” Professor Semplici at the Residenza



Today we had a lecture by Professor Semplici. d@eussed the relationship
between religion and politics. | found this less$ote interesting because of the
arguments that were brought up. He began thesebgitalking about America and
presenting us with three statements regarding tlestepn of separation between church
and state. In these statements, he contrastedtivhaituation is in America with that
within the European Union. First he asked us vphaése is on American money (“in
God we trust”) and how “God” is nowhere on Europgamey. We also discussed the
fact that the president is sworn into office witk hands on a bible and finally how after
America declares war, the speech is concluded‘@td Bless America.” In Europe,
these things aren’t seen. We have this idea thath and state should be separated but
being presented with these issues, we realizettisaitt necessarily true. In my opinion,
religion has an effect on politics because ougrelis beliefs have an effect on many

aspects of our lives.

| enjoyed this lecture. | think Professor Semphias much to offer and presents us with

interesting arguments.

July 14, 2008

10.00-12.00 Italy Today: Past Foundations and BnedRealities Lecture with Professor
Italo Muntoni at the Residenza
18.00-19.30 Italy Today: Past Foundations and Pnégealities, “Caritas in
Rome, Caring for the drop-out” Visit to Caritas wiCarlo Virtu

Today we had our first lecture with Professor Mumit We learned about the
early foundations of Rome. | enjoyed this lectieeause we learned about history and

this helped us put present day culture into petsgecWhat | found most interesting



about the lecture was the legend on the foundatiddome. | enjoyed learning about the
very beginning. Also, one recurring theme throughbe lesson was to figure out if
aspects of Ancient Rome are really “ancient.” Bg énd, we got a glimpse of how many
present day concepts have their origins in Andirome.

During the second half of the day, we visited @Gatiwhich is a type of
residence/cafeteria to assist poor people and inamig. To start off the session, Carlo
Virtu, one of the directors there, gave us a trisfory of Caritas. We were then put to
work to help out in the cafeteria since it was titmaerve dinner. | was placed in the
area where everyone ate. We were asked to dsss& who needed help to get their
food as well as going around the mensa, talkinh wéople and getting them whatever
was needed. It was nice to help these people whmaneed and some of them had very
interesting stories to tell. We could see thaytheeded someone to talk to and it seemed

that they enjoyed our company.

| particularly enjoyed this day of classes. PrsetedMuntoni is a wonderful professor and
he keeps the lessons interesting. Going to Casigasgreat too because we were able to

do a little volunteer work and immerse ourselvesamoto the Italian society.

July 15, 2008

10.00-12.30 Italy Today: Past Foundations and Pnégealities, ““Promotion of the
Contemporary Creativity, Ministry of Culture tasksd mission” with architect Erminia
Sciacchitano at the Hans Christian Andersen museum.

17.00-19.00 Italy, European Institutions and US#aRons, “War and Peace:
Witnessing the relics and remains from the fieldsar” with Vincenzo Piergentili at the
Residenza



During the first half of the day, we spoke witlelaitect Erminia Sciacchitano.
She is an architect for the National Museum for X>&ntury Art. The museum is
currently under construction and is said to ope?d@9. The museum will display
contemporary art, one of the few that exist inyltaMrs. Sciacchitano spoke to us
generally about the architects in Italy and thisigued me. Although there are many
architects in Italy, they have difficulty findinglps because Italy still doesn’t have an
appreciation for the contemporary and modern.dhhahought about this before but
after | listened to her speak about it, | realiteat it is true. Most of Italian culture
(art/architecture) is based on the antique.

The second half of the day was about WWII and aitmWlincenzo Piergentili
came to speak to us about the war and artillery tiebrought in some helmets and

other artefacts to look at.

It was nice to learn a little more about Italiartere rather than business and politics.

July 16, 2008

10.00-13.0Qtaly Today: Past Foundations and Present Realitidse Chamber of
Deputies. What it is and how it works.” Visit tallan Parliament with Ina Camilli and
Deputati eletti all’'estero
17.00-19.00 Italy Today: Past Foundations and Pné$ealities with Professor Italo
Muntoni

Today was our visit to the Italian Parliamenthdught it was a great honour that
we were able to visit one of the centers of Itapatitics. We were given a brief
introduction and description of the building andloé Camera dei Deputati. We then had

a tour of the library, which is open to the publMy favorite part of the visit, however,



was when we were able to sit in on a session. r@mesentatives were discussing
privacy and it was interesting to see how it work®. me, it seemed a bit chaotic in the
chamber. | noticed that during the presentatioargiiments and the issues, some of the
representatives were reading the newspaper oreancell phones. It seemed strange to
me however later on we found out that the partaasdongregated before and already
knew their positions and how they were to voteer€fore paying attention wasn't
completely necessary. All in all, | thought thiasmgreat that we had the opportunity to
sit in. After this, we spoke to three represen&ttithat are elected abroad. They told us
a little about their jobs and how they become eléctThey also spoke generally about
the Camera dei deputatti and Senate. | thoughtihs a good session.

The second half of the day was spent with Profegemtoni. During this lesson,
we discussed the Roman monarchy. We learned #éigtass structure as well as how

the government was organized.

Visiting the parliament was a great experienceifpdssible, should be included each

year. Again, lectures with professor Muntoni dsoareat and informative.

July 17, 2008

10.00-12.00 Italy Today: Past Foundations and Pné$ealities “Italian Foreign Trade
and Investments: The Role of the ICE” Visit to KBE with Pier Alberto Cucino
16.00-19.00 Italy Today: Past Foundations and Png¢g&ealities “Visit to Italian
Monuments” Visit to the Colosseum, Roman Forum,Raldtine Hill with Professor
Muntoni

The ICE is the Italian Institute of Foreign TradEhe purpose of the institution is

to provide small businesses with information orefgn markets, promote Made in Italy



and Made by Italy through promotional programsnpote cooperation between lItalian
and foreign companies, and finally training folika companies, students and
foreigners. We learned about the structure ottmpany as well as a little about
trading and relationships with countries abroad.

During the later part of the day, we visited Romaonuments, in particular the
Colosseum, the forum, and the palatine hill. bgaf this visits because even though |
had seen these monuments, with Professor Muntasiraguide, we went more in depth

with the history. What we learned in classes wss put into context through our visits.

Going to the Institute of Foreign Trade was inténgsbecause we got a glimpse of
relationships between Italy and other countriebe [Ecture was also done in English and
| found this to be helpful. | also enjoyed visgithe monuments. It gives us more of a
hands on experience and | think more activitiethese types should be included into the

program.

July 18, 2008

10.00-11.30 Italy Today: Past Foundations and Pnég&ealities “Visiting the Roman
Auditorium” Parco Della Musica
16.00-18.00 Italy Today: Past Foundations and Pnéstealities with Professor Muntoni
at the Residenza

After having a lecture about the Parco della MasitRome, we visited the
auditorium. We were given a tour and informatitoat the history of the auditorium.
There are three halls in the Auditorium, a smaédiam, and larger one. Each “sala”

serve for different purposes and various preseamtsti It was a nice place to visit and

learn about.



The second half of the day was spent with Profegemtoni. We moved on to
learn about the Roman Republic. What | found ofipalar interest during this lecture
was learning a little about the education durirggrigpublic. Being an education major,

I’'m interested in learning about different systashschooling.

New Words: Riuscire a spuntarla = obtain

Sepolto= burned

Visiting the Parco della Musica was good becausbackalready had a lecture about the

auditorium. Being able to actually visit and semade the lecture more meaningful.

July 21, 2008

10.00-13.00 Italy Today: Past Foundations and Pnéstealities “Etica ed Economia:
'esperienza italiana e quella anglo-sassone” Leetwith Oreste Bazzichi at the
Residenza
15.00-18.00 Italy Today: Past Foundations and Pné$ealities Visit to Chiesa di San
Clemente and Chiesa dei Santissimi Giovanni e Padlo Professor Muntoni
Professor Bazzichi came to speak to us aboutahiad economic experience as
compared to other countries. We spoke a littleuatlialian public schools and | found
this to be most interesting to me. In his opinilbaljan public schools are not good nor
as efficient as they should be in comparison temotiountries. One of the reasons for
this is because there are few hours dedicatedstruttion. While | studied in Florence, |
had the opportunity to teach Italian students Bf@essional High school a little about

American culture. Even with the fact that thiseygf high school is a lower grade high

school, | was able to see this. It seemed thathld a lot of free time. However, | also



observed in a Liceo Classico and the impressianl that from the students was that
school was tough and they had a lot of work. Isgueall depends on what region the
school is but generally, | think the quality of edtion in Italy in general isn’t at the
place that it should be.

In the afternoon, we had another site visit witbfessor Muntoni. We visited the
Chiesa di San Clemente and Chiesa dei Santissiovia@ni e Paolo. The layout of both
churches was interesting because there were diffeeeels and each level represented a
different time period, so to speak. The pointhef visit was to visit the Roman Houses
underneath both Churches. It was interesting Iseceue were able to see that Ancient
Rome is still here, it hasn't disappeared. PredagytRome is built on top of ruins of
Ancient Rome. | enjoyed this visit and was intedlby what we saw.

The morning lecture was interesting but it wagtieldry. The afternoon again was great
because there is so much to see in Rome. Beiegalgo visit different monuments and

ruins | think is key in understanding the culture.



