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27 Giugno, Venerdi

Alle otto di mattina, sono arrivata a Roma. Duraht®lo, sono incontrato una ragazza simpatiche
a chi e stato viaggiare al sud Italia per un progra con la sua universita. Durante un volo in cui
la maggior parte delle persone erano italianobammo di essere seduto con una studentessa
Americane. Quando sono arrivata all’aeroporto a ®ono incontra Angelina e Brandon vicino
al reclamo del bagaglio. Siamo insieme viaggiatorirtaxi alla Residenza vicino a Cinecitta.
Questa area era molto sudicia, ma la ResidenzZaogo ottima, pulita e comoda. Alla notte, gli
studenti che erano arrivati gia sono usciti insieingentro di Roma. Era divertente. Questa & una
photo che siamo fatto alla Fontana di Trevi.

Parole dotto:
Cocomero

30 Giugno, Lunedi

Questo giorno siamo andati al PUST, I'Universitat®iciale di St Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum).
Siamo fatti una classe con Helen di sorella, Dedfadolta di Scienze sociali. Questa classe era



chiamata “ltaly, European Institutions and USA Relas: Religion and Politics in Italy and
Europe.”

One of the points we touched on this class wastdimum secularization in Europe and the rise of

modern thinking have both weakened the link histdly between Religion and Politics and yet at
the same time have created new ways of linkinggreliand Politics. For instance, new forms of

participation in politics have arisen in the natgiate structure. The Christian Democratic parties
are the most obvious example of this phenomenon.

Sister Helen went over the philosophical aspecti@imentality of these modern Religious

political parties. The idea is that human beinggehavo dimensions, the individual and the group.
Because people in the modern nation-state thirtkevhselves as individuals, there is the potential
for conflict within society. Yet, because peoplsaathink of themselves as being together as part of
a whole, social relations can thrive and relatigmstructures can be brought in as a mode of
government.

Overall, I thought that this class was an intenegtivay to start off the program. It was not too
heavy, which was good for the first day, and yep&ned the doors to thinking about some of the
differences between politics in Italy and in the U$rovided a good starting-off point for
comparison of the issues of religion, sociology paotitics. | also really liked the fact that it was
English.

For dinner, we ate with Professor Semplici at tlesi®enza and got into a very interesting, and a bit
heated, discussion about healthcare in Italy aadJth. Some people in the group think that
healthcare is not a universal right and that thand earned money should not go to people who do
not work hard in society. Professor Semplici thittkat healthcare should be provided to people
who are citizens of a society.

1 Luglio, Martedi

This day, we had class with Stefania Torresi, asdtant in Euro-Med TDS and teacher at Ateneo
Impresa. The class was entitled “Italy, Europeastitutions and USA Relations: Italy, between the
Mediterranean and Europe.”

The first thing we did in class with Torresi waskoat a map of the Mediterranean region. It was
interesting to actually name all of the countriegtborder the Mediterranean Sea because | feel tha
they have a connection with each other that custte structures such as the European Union do
not properly represent.

We began to think about the Mediterranean andeiss, present and future. The class was a bit
more difficult for me to understand because it teaght in Italian, but | did my best. We learned
that there is an agreement in the works to joirncthntries that border the Mediterranean. The
Barcellona Process Declaration defines a commamdrstability in the region, a zone of shared
property, and the sharing of cultures between geopl

If the Mediterranean Union sees its birth next y@awill mean some opportunities for the Italian
economy within the Mediterranean and beyond.



| thought this class was great because we learfediba really important current event for Italy
while gaining the opportunity to talk about ourwigoints about the global economy. It was also
nice to stay at the Residenza to have class.

Parole dotto:
Sviluppo

In the afternoon we went to visit ANSA, the offichews Agency of Italy and heard from
Giannetto Baldi.

I learned about how in the past, local newspapses to be the thing that people read the most,
however today national newspapers are the most comhthink this reflects an important shift in
the ways in which Italians perceive of themseheshe past, an Italian thought of himself as from
his town, his locale. Today, an Italian has mora oftional consciousness. He looks at himself in
terms of being an Italian in terms of the entire’lelo

| thought the tour of the newspaper was ok, buttla hard to understand.

2 Luglio, Mercoledi

This day, we visited the FAI CISL with G. Bianchhwteaches labor history and economics. G.
Graziani also spoke for a little bit as well.

We learned about the story of Italy and then intewt) the story of the Italian labor unions. There
are 57 million Italians in Italy and 60 million @idle of Italy. To Italians, agriculture is very
important as well as local culture. There has hksen a history of a small ruling class, 3-4% in
Italy who controls most of the population. Beforedarn times, these few were the only people
who could read and write.
As far as the labor movement is concerned, there haen
traditionally the reds (socialists) and the whii€atholics).
These groups could live as close as 2 kilometeast ayet
their ideas could not be more in contrast. Yet lgpthups
formed trade unions as the same point in histong fed
and white cooperatives grew into the Catholic Ur(iGiL)
and the Socialist Union (CGL).

WWI saw for every 1,000 people 100 dead. It affécte
every little town and you can still see war memisria
every town with the names of those who died. In2192
Fascismo closed the CIL and CGL and in 1926 orgahiz
the public trade union. Since it was from the nesdist
government, it was compulsory for everyone in Italy
participate. This was good for building nationabgrmams.
Fascism laid the way for national labor unionsrigamize
later. In 1945, all the trade unions came togetthéorm the
CGIL, which was an organization that included bottite
and red, although they were still divided. Thistegswas similar to the fascist system, which had
laid the framework previously for the CGIL to builgon.
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