3 Luglio, Giovedi

Today we visited FAI CISL again. We spent some tiistening to a presentation by S. Viotti, a
specialist of national collective bargaining. Thare a few areas that he covered in class including
culture, industry, environment and agriculture.

In the last 50 years, Italy has seen a great wamsition in agriculture. For instance, the
government has begun giving out assistance to farctheing the seasons that are not harvest. Also,
the ways in which people work have changed as Wwellinstance, a worker may work half the

time in agriculture and then travel to the citiesmork the other half in industry.

The typical Italian agricultural setting is indetb@ family farm (piccolo aziende). The most
important question for Italy today is how to “thifdcally and act globally.” Or in other words find
a way to make “local for the global.” This is inde challenge for Italy. Viotti points out that the
challenge is to transform the national mentalitytalians and to think strategically for the yetrs
come.

The time we spent at FAI CISL in my opinion was#st so far in the program. This day, after the
lecture, the staff took us out to dinner and we aapleat meal in a German restaurant. | had a
typical German plate with sour kraut along with astro Azzuro beer, made right in Rome. The
lady | was talking to in Italian told me how thegke it because she is a marketing representative
for that company. We also had a great conversatidtalian about Italian history and German
history among other things. It was really cool. @elly, the people at FAI CISL were very
welcoming. For instance, Bianchi himself made ysessos by hand during the breaks on both
days. They also had a scrumptious lunch for uditbeday with this really good sandwich that had
prociutto and fig. Overall, | enjoyed the time spanFAI CISL and | also learned a great deal
about Italian history and labor history.

| was also really glad | got to practice my Italian dinner.

8 Luglio, Martedi

This day, we went to CLAVIS, the Foundation sebypConfesercenti, the Italian Confederation of
Businessmen active in the trade and services sector

=
E CONFESERCENTI
QF Provinciale di Roma

In this class, we talked with G. Orrico, PresidenCLAVIS, about “Internal Trade and

Distribution in Italy.” The first point we learnead that the United States is an important factor in
the Italian economy, particularly in the tourist®e in Italy. After the United States, the nextsho
important countries are Germany, France and Jajpease countries make an impact on the Italian
economy because of the tourists who arrive in Italy

Currency fluctuates regularly. For every differdat there is a different exchange rate for money.
Right now, the Euro is worth more than the DollEris impacts tourism. When the Euro is up and



the Dollar is down in a time like this, many peofitalians and Europeans) travel to the United
States to do some shopping because they can getfardheir money. On the other hand, while
tourism to the US might be up, tourism to Italynfréthe US might be down because of the money
exchange rate.

There are many reasons people come to Italy to kdany people come
|to Italy to do shopping. The “Made in Italy” labslvery important
because it means that the product is of the ulérgatlity.
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l b;‘ """ af | thought this lesson was relevant to the prograoause it helped us
see the issue of tourism from an Italian econorersjpective. Since one

of the aims of Programma Ponte is to promote urtdading between the cultures of the US and

Italy, this class was relevant because we touclmethese issues.

Parole dotto:
Fuori
Qualcuno
Provare
Aziende

9 Luglio, Mercoledi

In the morning class today, we talked with P. Diastioe head of the European Commission in
Italy, on the subject of “Italy, European Instituts and USA Relations.”

The first thing we went over was the question “Wikaghe European Commission?” The EC is one
of the 3 main political types of institutions oktEuropean Union. The European Union works like
a state, but does not have the same level of pasvarproper state. It is in between a state and an
international organization like the United Natiombe legislative system has 3 parts:

The commission

The parliament

The council

| thought this class was a good preparation for Barliament meeting next week because it
familiarized us with the governing institutions seplace. It helped us put the parliament in
context with the other governing bodies in Italglam Europe. My first impression of the place was
that it was very clean and professional, a no nassekind of place. We had to get checked at the
door of the office by a security guard sitting meha glass window who wanted to see our
passports. Then we were let in through a glass tlmtie office. It was an interesting experience.

In the afternoon today, we visited the Confcomneergi Lioci and talked about the services sector
in Italy and some of the statistics, innovationd ahallenges associated with this sector.

One of the challenges has been change. At thefaW\dl, the landscape in Italy changed
irreversibly. The way of commerce changed dradickbr instance, supermarkets began springing
up all over Italy. There was an economic boom imclipeople bought groceries, kept refrigerators
and bought TVs. This boom is very similar to thetmoin the United States in the same time
period.



The office of this building | thought wasn’t quéie nice as the European Commission earlier today.
There were a lot of new words | learned in thiguee, and it was difficult to understand.

Parole dotto:
Raccontare
Attraverso
Volute

Fase

Scolta
Efficiente
Acquistare
Contadini

10 Luglio, Giovedi

| enjoyed today a lot. We had a lecture with M.dqreési about promoting Music and Arts in the
Media. This is an area | really enjoy because kdng fan of the arts and enjoy them very much.

Pasquini is the press Attache of Rome’s AuditorRanco della Musica. One of the important
points covered was what | will call the “objectivgcale.”

The idea is that there are 3 categories of infalmathen it comes to reporting artistic productions
The first level is the “propaganda” which comegirthe head of the theatre company. It usually
includes a great claim and a beautiful slogan atimuartistic production. It is designed to get
people to come and see the production. This isonisly not the most objective form of press. The
more objective form is the level of straight “infieation” which is very mathematical and precise.
This kind of reporting says where and when the shwdirtake place and any other relevant details.
The third level is the “publicity” level in whichgople who have seen the show give their opinion
of it. This level can be fairly objective howevaetopinion lies in the hands of those reporting
about the show.

| thought this lecture was cool and | wish therel lieen more like it in the program. | wish that
there were more arts and culture lectures and wvisitProgramma Ponte because this is my area of
interest, as well as Literature. | am also sad tthegt lecture earlier today on “The policies of the
Holy Seat on World Agriculture and Migrations” waancelled, because that is my area of interest
as well.

11 Luglio, Venerdi

This morning, we met for class with Semplici in RResidenza classroom for a class on “Ethics,
Religion and Politics in Europe and America.”

This class was a little different than the oneswediad before in this program. While most of our
classes were lecture format, this class was moena@rgumentative type format. Semplici would
build up an argument and then ask us to refuta igsk which none of us were well prepared to do
although we all gave it a shot.

Semplici highlighted the work of A. Tocville, “Deraacy in America.” Tocville says that in the
US, religion has been considered an autonomoug thimich strengthens the bond between



citizens. Religion does indeed strengthen the bbetlseen citizens, but only when the citizens
share a common religion. If they have diverse retig, this can be a problem for politics. Since
religion can be a comprehensive vision of the warld/hich you look at the world and

immediately know what'’s right and wrong, differeatigions sometimes cannot coexist peacefully
side by side because of their different viewpooftthe world. Take for instance the Catholic the
Muslim and the Atheist. They share very differeiewpoints on the world. The challenge for
politics is to find an “overlapping consensus” ohieh all the people can agree. If one cannot be
found, it must go with “majority rule.” This idea where the modern idea of a political party comes
from.

Parole dotto:
Sommilianza
Bowling alone

14 Luglio, Lunedi

Today, we learned about ancient Rome. The impodat& to know is the founding of the city of
Rome, which took place on the definitive date ofAzitil 753 a.C. The Romans call this day the
Dies Natalis, which is a compleanno. The symbdRoime is of course “la lupa” because of the
legend of Romulus and Remus.

This class was great. Muntoni is so easy to undatdsteven though he only speaks in Italian. |
have such a hard time understanding the lecturdrs speak in Italian, but for some reason |
understand Muntoni very well. | think he makesit\clear what he is talking about and speaks
slowly and clearly in order for us to understandidearn.

In the afternoon, we went to the Caritas where weked with Virtu.

This program at the Caritas was an excellent ideaish we did more of this stuff because it is
active. | feel like I actually did something to tdoute to society! | really enjoyed helping people
get their food and talking to them in the cafetearal listening to their stories. Many of them
thought | was French and not American. | think ttiet Caritas is a great program set in place for
society to function well. When you compare the hesseand foodless situation in Italy to that of
America, | wish there were more structures like @aitas set in place in America in places like
NYC to help the people who can’t get food or wbskippose the Catholic Church has somewhat of
a duty to society in Italy since it is long estahkd here as part of the culture, whereas in Araeric

it is not so universal. All in all, | really enjogiehe opportunity to help and learn about this pafrt
Italian society.

Parole dotto:
Cucciao

15 Luglio, Martedi

Today we had a class with E. Sciacchitano at theddui Hendrik Christian Anderson. The lesson
was entitled “The Promotion of the Contemporaryafixgty, Ministry of Culture.” Sciacchitano is

a leader in the sector of the Ministry relatedaiodscape architecture and contemporary innovative
art.



| really enjoyed the time we got to see one ofdleens downstairs in the museum with all the
sculptures by Anderson in it. | enjoyed seeing Asutes work because his work was based out of a
Norwegian sensibility, and his forms resemble tbeAgian people in appearance and spirit. |
thought the room with all the sculptures was a ¢ebration of the Norwegian people and of life
in general. | also thought that Anderson’s frienigsiith Henry James was a point of interest as
well, being that Rome was a center for such divartists at the turn of last century.

In the class with Sciacchitano, we learned thagtheernment supports the arts, but in certain ways.
Much money goes to restoration since there is schmaut that needs to be restored. The Italians in
general like to re-use and restore. The actioh@Ministry is to conserve as well. In fact, you

can’'t do any private restoration without first #nghorization of the Ministry.

Sciacchitano spent some time talking about howMimestry has changed over the past few years.
The most important reform happened in 2001, wheaofice for modern and contemporary art was
created. It was decided to make a National MuselutineoX Xl Century Arts, which is still under
construction today. A design competition was hadecide who would design the structure, and
Zaha Hadrid was the winner.
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| think that the structure is very interesting lawk from all the
virtual designs and virtual tours we were able ¢e sluring the
powerpoint lecture. However, | realize that thesaigreat
controversy surrounding the construction of thisjpct. For one, the
cost is extremely high, and there are some Itali@he think that the
government money should not go towards buildingy sususeum. |
however, believe that it is important for a socitetyeflect back on
. itself through art. | believe that since Italy hasanged so much over

the past 50 years coming into the modern/contempageriod, it is
important for Italians to be able to take a stegkh&om themselves
and see how their society has changed so muchlittledime. |

~ believe that this National Museum of the XXI Centrts will help

Italian society achleve this goal because it wdudda structure that reflects the changes that have
taken place in Italian society recently. | thinlatlit would be a great forum for the expression of
modern art that comes out of the modern aspedtsl@n society of today.

After the class we went on a walking tour with $ctaitano who showed us the architecture of
buildings and squares in Rome. She is very knovdalig. During the walk | took the picture
above.

In the afternoon today, we returned to the Residdorza class with V. Piergentili, an Antiquarian
in Rome who is an expert on war and military arggjiHe works for an organization called Anzio
Espresso. We saw some interesting war relics.

First, we saw some dog tags from the US and Europeantries. They were made to go around a
soldier’s neck so that when a soldier died, hea el easily identified. Indeed, during the warr,
there was a great problem with identification ardgle who became MIA: Then we saw some
helmets — An American’s found in Sicily, a Germaatnhet (which was more shallow with a lip in
the front and holes for head straps), and an Bngktmet (which was not very deep and had a rim
all the way around it).

Parole dotto:
Piega



Contadini
Scoperto
Soltanti

Today we visited the Italian Parliament. The first
thing we did was visit the Palazzo Montecitorio
where we learned about the building and the
library and took a tour.

The most interesting part to me was learning about
how the room we were sitting in was the same
room as the one that Galileo recanted his physics
doctrine centuries ago. We even saw a little room
in the basement where some people think that he
waited before giving his testimony in court.

| also really liked the huge library. It is sorttbke equivalent of the library of congress in the. U
This library has over 1,300,000 volumes and costaiostly law and legal books.

We also learned that the building used to belortgeéddominican order, and how St. Catherine was
buried at this site except for her head, which staten as the legend goes. The frescoes in the
courtyard depict her life story.

After seeing this building, it was only a short kvaler to the main Parliament building in which
we got to sit on the upper levels of the actualtmgef the Parliament. It was interesting. It
actually looked a bit like some of the representiwere very bored and falling asleep while
others were up and about debating or reading newspa But when it came time to vote on an
article, everybody knew the exact time to put thete in, red or green. Overall, the Parliament
was an interesting experience although | hardlyemstbod a word of what the politicians were
saying to us in Italian.

This afternoon, we had another class with Munt@r/e. learned some ancient Roman culture. For
one, the family structure was patrilineal, meartimat it was formally organized around the father.
Roman society was formed around the idea of théyaou were part of a family and you were
also part of a “gens,” an idea like a clan. All tiens together formed the Roman populus.

We also learned about the governmental structuaea@rent Rome. There was the Re, a ruler who
was not supreme. There was the Senate, which wds apmof 300 patrizi. There was also the
Comizi Curati, which was a big assembly where thlegt the 300 senate members. This also was
only made up of patrizi and no plebei were allowaftthen the king died, the senate would elect a
new Re, keeping the balance of power in check.

17 Luglio, Giovedi

In the morning we met with P.A. Cucino, the headhefresearch division at ICE:



ICE promotes “Made in Italy” and “Made by Italy” aver 700 annual promotional events
including promos, exhibitions, surveys and tradesfdt also provides assistance to small
companies. It also promotes cooperation betweéndtal foreign countries and helps initiate joint
ventures.

ICE also trains people outside of Italy in courdrikat might potentially
work with Italy in the future. For instance, Italyns a training course in
Russia, whose market is currently developing, deoto create a network of
agents in Russia and potential agents to travichly

This lecture hit on some important aspects of thkah economy that we have been studying in
Programma Ponte. | thought it was an excellent addito the program, especially for the fact that
the presentation was very clear and that it waEmglish.



